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MUST CHANGE THOUSANDS ° f FACTORIES
TO AVERT FIRE HORRORS says official

Assistant Counsel of Factory Investigating
Commission Tells of Investigations of the

Tragedy at Binghamton and of the
Action Likely To Be Taken

as a Result.
Bt B-rnard I.. -.liirntaR. A«««r iatr I oniiAel ..f

the New *iorU *tulr I a< tor> UflVOatlgaUag
1 oinini»«.ioo.

1t\w \ t orn Bingham-
ton whei e 1 apenl la) a In-
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ir i e

luttful Btream and sur-
nd open ipa -
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..io Blnghai
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I( re v.t ..ii J:
at :.3r> p. ni an alarm of Hi e
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men arrived thlrty-flve of
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Mrfa ¦;l% '. ." 'i;0" '"'

atton ol tl.
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this flre, with its great loai
occurred at this time. bul I

<j.(i ,. occui long ago ¦¦.

of lat tory bulldlnga l ,:" vU'''

ted *'.'! malntalned

NOT UNAVOIDABLE.
M een aren not Ie I ai thi

of InevitaMe acetdent, nor

.om<>tr,<n8; that human forei
aet iva guarded again* Hera waa a

aoadition thal the allghteal examlnation
a-ouid Bbow to '¦' haaardi
.he worblng people and that could have
>eer. icadi'y reanadied
The bulldlng «as a uoa rtruct*

and d foi ibe
rraieralla, rall

thlng. The materiala i

v u inflammabli
Gaa- nantltiea was aept on

,.,-,. arere 1 italrway* ln
rronl oni extend

Tbe. otl r ln
endi

.ral i< the rourth n\oor. Both Btal
»<. wooden an<i aelther wai

,..., re midoyed .¦.

thir'i floor, and about eigbty on tha
fr fourth ti"

Hrgj ... antiquatr >l fln
t tha bulldlng con

k-rung tacllnr
thal ... ., ...iiat could deaca nd Ktm

.¦, -any ia the gvound then
*aa a beavy drop ladder that had

Into position before II ould br
Thcri v no a itomatle aprinkh r, no flrr
hosr» tingulahei In the bulldlng.

Plri drilbi had hen condur ted a bir h
riidlna ta three mlnute«

thi dr.ii preauppoaed then- would be
¦. for ti... empb y*a ueed i oth

f. The fln eacapefl a«era not n n

irt.;

INEFFICIENT FIRE CHIEF.
Tho firr> ehiel tiiat eondncted that drill

piacerj nia Btamp of apnvoval oa au uu
»*iv bulldlng Thr- purpoaa "f th<- Bre
dmi was enthrely loti up*m imn it ia
deaig-fjr-rj to ahow tha eecupauitfl hoa to
aet out it: caae af firei and if the drill
ahewfl the) cannol gel out then '" havi
»<iditioiiai exit." piovKi.-ri lor them. Tha
aaturai thlng to happan li a Bra braaha
.ot r.ear hh open atalrwa) ia lhal the
flaiticu win ahoot up the atalrway Im*
a-ediately and eai off at tnoce this maana
°f egrtea. in tt.at eveat, bow arere the
dghty gtrla on tbe fourth Boot oi the
tauildltiK to gel miC' Thla dM BOt >¦..'¦"'

aOaccur to thr Bre chief. The oni) othei
¦oh aaa the liuuleajuatai Bre agcapa,
tglueteea ui caae ot Bre. thla had nol
"ine been uaed In any of tho Bra drllla
Tbe women weri ""' Inetrtiiitod ln Ita
u»«. nor could they have ub'.-ti it in any
*vent Nothing could bavo demonatratad
tha hnpfliaae caaa of tbaaa ureeuaw ta tba
.V«U ol flrt more forclbly than th. Bf,

drill itA-eif. That .? eaactly whal bap-
i" ned when t!n flre brohi oul
Itaij , -he fourth !l"Oi
could uae waa cul off; the Ba
fuith from tl" fl

.., b; the ti erfeci W bai
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apparr nl

A LESSON UNLEARNED.

Whi ght did thf
glve lo tlu aaf l) ol h cmpli

,. ible Trlangh W ¦¦¦-.
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a II ifl lo bla
..,, an and woi an both

i oi j erlahed nobly In lb< Brr

undei ¦¦' e attltudi .'
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tiiat he w< uld do wha """i

him lo rn. Thi "' "'

him tha! b an emplo; hr ow< d an af*
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laie
To wl al exteni waa I
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fr, nti) < nfort ed Ihe ata trophi
im \ i or i.i rred

'r*i ¦

d.
.- >/_-

Theewieenaueol opta*o" » -.'"? ,ff ''

lhal ti" Bre waa. luaed b) . l>gjchtat-l a,-lag>

;,r,n. being thrown on a roll ol pluab or

,., ,..IV11S ti,' laa prohlbltlng -moklng
manypnn oi a tactor, tadrdtag »«. not,

therefore, effectlvel) eaforaed
ll ,i. neat place. tb- Bra mai

¦

'
.a. oowei io order an automatk

;;. i Hi.. buiidta.'
,, r wlth aevernl enrfneere, who were

had been m autcanatle aprinhJei ta tha

building thi Bn an dd hava been check*d

J £'Tincipu-ne- and not a atagta Bfa

7£*So*M *¦.¦ .¦«¦.¦- ;r

..,,. u,.lld have been no lOOO o. ttfe

-iLt leatKm waa IfBOtad. 1 BBB tafomed

ti.it it arouM nava coal lUflO t" Inatall
eilectlve automatlc aprlnkler ayatam
ih, Btngbamtou buildlng, and for tl
11..,, %v,.;:iii hava bei n a ndt» tlon
about iz'J* a > e.n ln Inaurance
on bulldinga lanii contanta. In otbai aori

thc Bprlakli avould hava pald foi lt*
in leaa than Bva raara

ir th-- iiisi'f tor "I th« Lahoi '. pai
in nl bad perfonaad bla doti Inb
an<\ effldently ba a4..u!d bave ordered o

,,r more addltlonal outaldo Bra oaeapea
iiu- buHdlna lla had the ainapteatlon

to do thi- in"'''' thi oxtatlng La
li, :iiiiiiiit"i ¦.' lha coronei 'a inqueel tii
i.. bad un.- power. bul dld nol thtnb

waa ii.--.--.il'. lo laa lt DM bo a

flf hoe tha aifhtj aronaen nrould .

oui In caaa thi om ttalrwtv »o

This .Ii.i nol s.-.i.i I" "-' ur '" blm 'ith

n >aas another caaa of Inapectloo th

,,..t. Hut 4\h.a can reaeon
ted aah. n bi.i dlacretron*

poari ara given to an untralned and
.1 i.11) I'.ihi Im in .toi'.'

u Whai ,.,iii,i tha local authoritlea bava
., rlrne lo prevont tln> dlaaater? ttvery-

ila* tlilng k>l they iiiU nothlng
T i- ataatropbe provea a4 hai ha ofti n

ii demonatratad In lha paat, thal M ia

I- uaeleai to loo* to tba local authoritlea
,,. in tho amaller Itlea ol lha Btale t" do
.!, .iiiyii.ng tur tiie protectlon of factorj
.,, aorki 'ih. a l.mk to tbe stat -. and tha
n ataii alono mu.-t aaaunte thb heavj re-

Ti cataatrophc mighl hav been
averted or tho kaaa of lif- materlalli ra-

(juceij if thi- azlatlng iaa\. bad bean on-

Bui \ai .it i*- .ui the more dla-
traaalng is thal thla diMu-st. i shouiii hava

,ii.,i j al as tba hutc la gboul to

,..,,,. on a nea era or factory conal
,,,., B1 ,| ,|.. proter ii"n of fa<-toiy Brorg*

ln caae of Ore,
Tha Mea v.uk Btate Pacti r) Comml"-

alon recommendad a aariea ol btlla thal
omm .1 laal Aprll and aUy. Thear

lawa, if they im<J been ln force, would
havr pnade tl.' urreno ol thhi t w

trOUB Ini' um niU'OAbihilily.
waal i" make this potal eery elear,

t.,, it S.-..IHS i.i bavi been loal alghl of by
many.

.\a reeentl) aa laal ¦unday e«-Flre
4 -iti.-r Croker, apeeJting t the Trlangle
Waiai Compan) fira aud tba appolntment
bf ihe i';"t"i\ Commhailon Immedlatel)
iben after, aald:

nf the ituiy pra. in ai Buggeetlonfl from
vaiiou? Boureea thal IWtowed thal Bn

-fltme, hroadly; KpeukinK, hOO baafl
, nai ted into law."

than two huiniii-d pereona are empioyeo
above the aeventh Boor ln ndd Itlon t"

theae mandaton reaulrementa, tho Plre
,-, mmlaaloner of Maw Vorh Clty and the
Btate Ktre Marflhal ln tho real of tha atate
have dlacretlonary power lo prool !>.£«.
tiona Doora ahall open outwardly. De-
t tiled requlrementa are made for tho con-
Htructlon of outalde Bre eacapee. so that
they may be nf value 111 caaa of Bra. Pro-
vlalon la made for a counterbaJanced
Btalrway from thr loweel balcony to the
ground. Wlndowa opening on outalde Bra
eacapea mual be of artro glass and have
metal framea nnd Baah. so thal the flamea
uiav in- prevented from burattng forth
upon th.* tire eseape.
r kddltlonal lequtrctnenta for existing

and futura fartorie*-:
No doora or arlndowfl are to ho obetruct-

ed i,4 metal bara, gratlnga, etc. Doora to
ba kepl uniockod i:\i»*- are to ba elaarly
marked Aocaaa to exlta ahall bg unoii-
atructed, and aii aisies .md paaaagewaya
laadlng to exlta bhu.ll be of sufflclent
widtli.

The Proper Enforcement of Existing Laws
Would Have Averted the Disaster, He

Says.Local Authorities Blamed.
Employers* Responsibility

in Such Cases.
Then her goi i on to al

i.e taken ta pre-
from "'¦' ui

| \\'li>.
thal rai tl< all] r*n

Uhlel 'i"k< r haa
her ii ei ¦. law. ln many Inatancea

vi .mi thi Factory
....mui!. -i recommen-
...,' on luggeal thal Cbiei
t'roker hin Ie to 1
ai publlr earinga aud in arritten com-

.ion*.

Here are i 'll"* *'*th the flre
ry bulldlnga thal were

leeommended M 'he Pactory Com
.,, a togr thei wlth the

datea -n whlch th tako effi1 I

LAWS NOW IN FORCE

Providlng for clea ao*
,,.,i t.,, tor) bulldli gi ¦: all yaroa

IJacenl thereto
\ Prohlhlting amokjng ln an)

and maklng the
of this lav. ,i niladi m..<' "'

''." '.}¦* '?'
md rubblflh.

Ftequlrlna all waate materlale. cut«
bhlah to be n movi d from ina

i orkroom not Ir in twlca

'''|.' Reqiiirii g oll auch waatr
Kt ,,.i rul blah to be r. moved fronj
..... e a aa),

.K ." gaa Jeta to i- P 0*
erl> ii.- ,,.:. ,,»

y ,,. i, Requtrlna ¦' »re drill ot

vi ,,f tV. ' " bulldlng
l. -vhkh more lhan twenty-Bvi P^raoiifl

,,.......! above the ground floor al
l,..,.f ... evei three montha undi r thn

Biipervlalon of th. re dei irtment.
Th. Kii i'o onei Sea 1 o k {
and theStali

,t. to make regutatlona foi a

d4U,*Automatlc Bprinklere: Maklng man*
,,V.. tn.- inatallatlon of the automatlo
Borlnkler ayatem ln factory bulldlnga ovet
Seveii atorlea m helghl ln whlch morO

Iti addltton to the foresroinp mlnimum
requirementa, avhicb are mandatory ami
11.. i-r be complled arith. the :iidustrtal
board i- given broad diacretlonary powers
t, ma hei aulrementi as map

lor the safoty of oc^upants
factory bulldinga ln caae of Bre, havnm

regard to carrying ronditlona In th«- dif-
ml. this proa ll

tlie InduatrlaJ board mi a. lt la
¦-. order tha 'iroproof In-

losiir.- of atalrwaya ln bulldinga four
ijto:|ea .'i hi-iKht.

i..,\\ h effei i rhla pro-
videa for tho llmltatlon of thc numher of
oectipanta In factoi i n accOffd-

fl/lth exll fadlltlea provlded. No al-
lowance I* made for outalda Bre apea.
i'i \i-tins bulldinga fourteen peraona ara
allowed on a floor for cvcry . ^-htoe-i
liiehee In width of atalrwaya provlded for
si'.-h floor. Iti futUn -- I'.uitoeii
peraona for everj tventy-ta-o Inchea o'
width of atalrwava Additlonal peraoaaa

be employed n" Bre aralla aro pro-tided or If aterlor baloonlea aro provtdai
< lo an adja< eni or nearby buildlng,
ii automatli aprlnkler ayaten is in-

Btalled in tha buildlng.
ln addltlon to theae mmtmum requlre-

menta, there hi a broad general prnvieion
iu one of the eommlaalon'a bllla that "no

factory "hall ho ronducted ln any huiid-
Ing ti ii i. aa au h build | a so oon-

ted ilp| . -i ind malntaii d m all
reapecta ai to afford adequati protactlon
agalnal Bre to all pai ona amploj ad 'here-
iii.'
Tha Induatrial Boara to tha I'epartment

of l.ai.oi i^ ci-. iwer to make
rulea and regulatlona for aafety ln case

of Bre in all factory bulldinga under all
the varylng condltkma and oiretimBtancea
thai may preaenl themaalvaa Tiiege
rulcs ai ¦! an- to ba adopt-M

.i public heartng at whlch aii par-
tlea .'i intereal aie given an opportunttp
to preaent thelr vteara and suggeptlona.
Bxperta may also ho called in by the
lioard.
Theae laara arere bitterly oprosed all

over the Btate by manufacturer8, who
rlaimed that they wera unreasonarile and
ontteeatOr), and that tho OOmmlaahM
was belng carrled away by hystena. Ia
the upstate cttiea vae were laughed at
Severtheleaa, in the faca of Ihle oppoai-
tion. the ia44s \4.:. paaaed by n,o. l^eg'e-
lature at its Ust aaaaloa and sinned by
l he i'lvcriiiir.

riie Blaghamton daaaatar haa demon-
Btratad Deyond a doubt that every pro-
vision m tha (onimisMon s law* is neces-
>.,ii4 and iiiaonaMi) In order to oomply
arlth theae lawa, atrttctural changaa aaiii
hava i" i"' made In tivjusands of fac-
lorlea Theae factotrlea hava h»en <on-

Btructed avith tha approval of the ptat*
and lo.-al authoritlea. without any reg.,i,|
io tha safetj af the oceupai

SOME AMENDMENTS.
But few chaagea ln theai lawa artll hava

to i" niad. ,u a reeutl ot tbe Blnghamtoa
iu. ii ig i .. b'i lhal lae fotlowlag
amendmenta, arhlch tha iiuiiiiiilaaloa now

h.ts under ronstderaUtoai, aiU be submitted
to the Legialature for mmedlata aotion
win-n it reconvetaea tn Auguat

l. Inatead if givtng the laduatrlalBoard
dlBcretlonar) power to raojulra the incio-
Bure oi atalrwaya ln bulldlngfl of four
Btoriea or under lo belghL to provtda ape»
clttoelli ln tha iiaa itaartf thal atalrwaya
shaii ba Incaoeed In aii lactory buttdlaga
two Btoriea or avar la beight la arhlch
more thaa a certain number ol people
(to i>,- _ted m tba atatute) an: employed
al ove the ground or Brat Boor.

j. To hav- tha eommiaatea'a lawa not
no44 in foroa taka aflfacl aa Oetobee l.

\i,u m.i'. pa«u ,»ii tn laara paaadbla, aon

may havo all tlu ii,s|n ti i that tlu state

can aftord. bui Uieec aadi be of intio avall
unieaa the manufacturer blmaelf bacoaBOa
Imbued witn bla own iadlvtdual reaptMnnt-
bltlty far tbe protectaoo of ins arorkara.
in Buropaaa eountriea ihe paraaa on

whaae puiiolana a tir** occura tn held
.strlcilv io a-'ount. llu law of voiain-
age, ai it |g aaJled. placaa the roapoaal*
blllt) where it proparly belamga and
makea every om- malntaln his premines
in as aafa a condltJon as is poasibio
throaagh bumaa ttaaaflght.

Bat, after all theae laara have taken
effect. much lemains to be don,-. Kternal
rigtlaace is the prke of tire prevaarJaa,
inspoitloiis should be n-al, fraojttanl and

rlgatwaa Taa sUte can do much; tha
mauuiacturcr himaclf uhoulii' do more.


